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1. [Text] San Salvador, 15 Jan (ACAN-EFE)--Salvadoran President
Alfredo Cristiani today postponed his trip to the United States,
vhich was scheduled for 16-23 January, until later this month, .
according to an announcement today by Information Secretary Mauricio
Sandoval.

-

2. The presidential spokesman explained that the postponement of
Cristiani’s trip is due to the president’s interest in meeting with
UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar to request that Perez de
Cuellar act as mediator to achieve the resumption of dialogue with
the Salvadoran guerrillas.

3. ‘‘We have received information from New York to the effect that
Perez de Cuellar will not be available on the dates initially set for
the trip, thus, Cristiani’s visit has been postponed, Sandoval said.

4. According to Sandoval, Cristiani will meet with Perez de Cuellar
on 31 January, after which he will go to Washington in early February
to meet with U.S. President George Bush.

S. Sandoval denied that the postponement of Cristiani’s trip is
related to possible reaction to the arrest of eight members of the
Army, including four officers, on charges of being implicated in the
murder of six Jesuit priests and two employees.

6. ‘‘There is no relation, because the case of the Jesuits is being
resolved,’’ the spokesman said.

7. Sandoval also denied that postponement of the trip is linked to
the assassination of Hector Oqueli, a Salvadoran leader of the
Socialist International, 3 days ago in Guatemala.

8. After learning of Oqueli’s assassination, the guerrillas
announced that they will ‘‘revise’’ their offer to resume the
dialogue with the government. However, the presidential spokesman
indicated that the guerrillas have sent no official note explaining
the revision.
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